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Critical Periods in Puppy Development
· Neonatal Period: 0 - 12 days
The puppy responds only to Warmth, touch, and smell. He cannot regulate body functions such as temperature and elimination 

· Transition Period: 13 - 20 days
Eyes and ears are open but sight and hearing are limited. Tail wagging begins and the puppy begins to control body functions. 

· Awareness Period: 21 - 28 days
Sight and hearing begin to function. The puppy is learning self awareness and has a need for stable environment. 

· Canine Socialization Period: 21 - 49 days
The puppy interacts with mother and littermates and learns various canine behaviors. The animal is becoming aware of the differences between canines and humans. 

· Human Socialization Period: 7 - 12 weeks
The puppy has the brainwaves of an adult dog. This is the best time for going to a new home. He has the ability to learn respect and simple behavioral responses such as “come”, “sit” and “stay”. Housebreaking begins. The puppy now learns by association. The permanent man-dog bond begins and he is able to accept gentle discipline and establish confidence. Positive reinforcement is paramount. 

· Fear Impact Period: 8 - 11 weeks
It is important to continue to use positive reinforcement of good behavior and calm firmness as a discipline tool. Avoid frightening the puppy during this time. Traumatic experiences may have lasting effects during this critical period. This period overlaps the previous stage and it is important that other animals and humans do not scare the puppy. Children should not be left unattended with the puppy. It is now very important to introduce other humans as a series of pleasant experiences. Learning at this age becomes permanent. 

· Seniority Classification Period: 13 - 16 weeks

This period is also known as “the age of cutting”… cutting teeth and apron strings. At this age the puppy is testing dominance and leadership. Biting behavior is absolutely discouraged from 13 weeks on. Praise for the correct behavioral response is the most effective tool. Positive reinforcement for proper behavior is highly important to shape positive attitudes and to teach self-confidence. 

· Flight Instinct Period: 4 - 8 months
During this period, puppies test their wings. They will often turn a deaf ear when they are called. It is critical to continue praising the positive and minimize the negative behavior during this time. At 4 months of age, your puppy is now ready to attend basic obedience classes. This period corresponds to teething period and behavioral problems, such as chewing, become compounded by psychological development. 

· Second Fear Impact Period: 6 - 14 months
Your puppy may become afraid of new situations. This often corresponds to growth spurts. The critical age depends on the size of your dog and larger breeds experience this later than small dogs. Great care should be taken not to reinforce (sometime unwittingly) negative behavior. Puppies at this age will take many of their cues from your reaction to situations. Sounding over-protective of new situations will send the message that there is a reason to be fearful.  Casualness of tone and happy high pitch voice praise are a very effective tool to allow the puppy to build much-needed self-confidence. Kindness and patience are needed to put your dog in a position of success and happiness to allow him to work things out. 

· Maturity: 1 - 4 years
Many breeds continue to grow and physically change well beyond 2 years. The average Soft Coated Wheaten will reach physical maturity around 18 months of age, while Bouvier des Flandres will continue to change past 24 months. This period can be marked with a need for the dog to challenge leadership. Regular formal or informal training is required. Praising the dog for the proper response and giving him no inroads to affirm his leadership will confirm in his mind that the matter has already been settled. The outcome will greatly depend on your willingness to train your dog to become a wonderfully happy and confident pet. Lack of leadership and timely reprimand/praise training technique will lead to increasingly more challenging and potentially aggressive behavior of your dog. 













PAGE  
2
[image: image3.png]hvhvhvhvhv



[image: image4.png]hvhvhvhvhv





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png]